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“Global Baroque” presents artistic production 
over the course of the 17th century in Europe as a 
function of expanding cultural horizons in both 
the East and West. Understanding how 
European encounters with cultures spanning the 
globe conditioned politics and trade alike and 
the roles representation played in those 
encounters is key to the history of the 
making and meaning of works of art produced 
and traded in such global capitals as Amsterdam, 
Constantinople, London, and Isfahan, for 
example. This course will focus on European 
paintings, drawings, prints and illustrated books, 
maps, and globes, sculpted and carved objects, 
luxury products such as lacquerware and 
porcelain, and architecture. More broadly, we 
will study such phenomena as: Baroque 
collecting in its global dimensions; early modern 
ethnography and representations of the “other”; 
religious encounters of the artistic kind; 
“exoticism,” Orientalism, and curiosity; cross-
cultural gifts and the uses of art for political 
and trade purposes; and diplomacy, double-agents, 
and their pictures. We will utilize resources in 
Special Collections of the University Library, the 
Newberry Library, and the exhibition, “Prints and 
the Pursuit of Knowledge in Early Modern 
Europe,” at the Block Museum winter 2012.


