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THE PRODUCTION OF COMMERCIAL PRINTS
IN JAPAN WAS THE RESULT OF A POPULAR
REVOLUTION IN JAPANESE SOCIETY. JAPAN'S
GREAT PREMODERN CITIES, ESPECIALLY EDO
(NOW TOKYO), WERE HOME TO INCREASINGLY
PROSPEROUS, SOPHISTICATED, AND LITERATE UR-
BAN DWELLERS WHO HAD VORACIOUS
APPETITES FOR IMAGES OF THEIR FAVORITE
CELEBRITIES OF THE DAY OR THE LATEST
ILLUSTRATED NOVEL. THIS CLASS WILL EXPLORE
THE BIRTH OF THE COMMERCIAL JAPANESE PRINT,
AND ITS MANY INCARNATIONS LEADING TO THE
DESIGNS OF CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS. DUR-
ING OUR DISCUSSIONS WE WILL CONSIDER THE
CHANGING ROLE OF THE ARTIST AND
ISSUES OF USE AND RECEPTION, INCLUDING THE
PART THE WEST PLAYED IN MAINTAINING THE
POPULARITY OF JAPANESE PRINTS INTO THE 20TH
CENTURY.

ALONG WITH ART HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

AND A STUDY OF THE COMMERCIAL CONTEXT OF
THE PRINTS, ISSUES OF CONNOISSEURSHIP WILL
FEATURE STRONGLY IN THIS CLASS TAUGHT FROM
A CURATORIAL POINT OF VIEW. AS THIS CLASS
WILL BE CONDUCTED LARGELY IN THE ART
INSTITUTE'S JAPANESE PRINT STORAGE AREA, IT
WILL BE A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW WORKS
OF ART UP CLOSE AND UNFRAMED, ESSENTIAL
FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF PRINTING
“ TECHNIQUES AND COLLECTING PRACTICES.




